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John 4:23 - “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.”

I want you to take a trip back to Israel with me.  (Text: Luke 7:36-50)

What is worship? What does it mean to worship?
· Reverent honor and homage paid to God or a sacred personage, or to any object regarded as sacred.

·  To feel an adoring reverence or regard for (any person or thing).

It comes from the Old English word “worth-ship” which carried with it the idea of ascribing worth to something or someone.
Did you see an example of a worshiper in this morning’s trip back to Israel at the time of Jesus?

Let’s look at what a worshiper looks like:

1. A Worshiper Exemplifies Servanthood

We see the woman at the home of Simon had the attitude of a servant. 
She saw what needed to be done and she did it. 
What do you see that needs to be done?

2. A Worshiper Exercises Giving 
This woman gave Jesus some very costly perfumed ointment or oil. 
This gesture of anointing his feet showed him honor.
The Bible teaches us to bring a gift when we come to worship the Lord. Ps. 96:8-9. 
Worshipers were not to appear before God without a gift. Exodus 23:15b 

Giving is an act of worship. 

No matter what price it costs you to worship Jesus, He deserves our worship.
3. A Worshiper Expresses Love
She wept – when this woman came to Jesus she wept in His presence. 
· Psalms 126:5-6 and 2 Corinthians 2:4 
She kissed Jesus’ feet – this also was an act of worship. 
The Greek word for worship – proskuneo- means “to kiss the hand toward; to do reverence by kissing the hand; to bow one’s self in adoration.” 
This woman kisses the feet of Jesus in worship to Him. 

She wiped his feet with her hair. 
4. A Worshiper Experiences Forgiveness

We see the picture of Simon becoming very suspicious of Jesus. 
Simon never spoke his thoughts out loud, but Jesus heard his thoughts and answered him. 
He told Simon a little story about 2 men. 
One person owed $500 and the other person owed $50.
Neither of them could pay back the money. 
So the moneylender canceled both debts. 

Then Jesus asked the question to Simon, “Which of them will love him more?”
Then Jesus told Simon to look at this woman. 
You didn’t even give me water to wash my feet, but this woman used her tears to wash my feet. 
This woman has not stopped kissing my feet since I arrived. 
This woman used this expensive perfumed ointment on my feet. 
Simon – she has lived a sinful life but all of those sins have been forgiven. 

Real love for Jesus comes from a deep awareness of the sinfulness of our past condition. 
Jesus said to this woman, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
NOTE: the woman worshiped, and then received forgiveness and cleansing. Jesus does NOT say, Your sins are forgiven so now you can begin to worship me.

We come to Jesus in our imperfect, sinful state. 
Jesus is your righteousness.  Jesus will make you “right” before God. 

· 1 Corinthians 1:30 and 2 Corinthians 5:21 

Righteousness is not earned through good living – It is the reward of faith in Jesus Christ. 
Look at the difference between:
Non-Worshiper
True Worshiper

Finds Fault  
Finds Forgiveness

Withholds Affection 
Weeps with Emotion

Verbally Abusive
Silently Appreciative

Suspicious
Submissive

Self-centered
God-centered

Worshiping the Lord is a choice – just like following Jesus is a choice.
Worship is not about God coming into our presence; it is about us coming into His presence.

· Psalm 100:4, Psalm 150:1 
· Isaiah 2:3, Psalm 24:3-4 
God is looking for a people who will worship Him.  

Let us come into His presence today with a clean heart.

Even though we are a sinful people, God will not leave us. He provided a way of cleansing through His Son Jesus Christ. 

If you are living in sin today, if you are living any kind of a sinful lifestyle, 

1) Confess your sin, 

2) Repent of your sin, 

3) Receive cleansing from the blood of Jesus Christ.

Let us believe that as we gather for worship, God will display His glory in this “sanctuary” in a special way. [image: image2.wmf]
