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Introduction:  Beyond changing our minds we have a call and a responsibility to change others as well.

Text: Proverbs 23:7

Part One: The Location For Change

I.    
Last week we examined the location for change.

II.
Proverbs 23:a “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.”

A. Thinking in your heart????

B. The center of thought, consciousness and decision.

C. Heart – the center of your thinking,

III.
Reticular formation of the brain.

A. Your human brain and how it functions.

B. Reticular Formation is small tissue the size of your little finger in the brain stem.

C. Processes all incoming information and filters.

D. Bruner's “inhibitory system.
E. The RF filters and takes action based on what you love, believe and value and need.

F. In summary, the RAS will only allow you to perceive accurately those things that satisfy ALL THREE criteria: 1. “Is it my responsibility?” 2. “Is it important?” 3. “Does it match my version of the truth?” God in your goals, Rick Seymour.

G. You can change the way your brain works by changing the influences on your RAS.

Part Two: Changing Your Mind

I.   The Greek word for “repentance” is  (metanoeo), means to “change your mind.”

A. So when God tells you to repent He’s telling you to change the way you think about something so you change the actions that result from your thinking.

B. Romans 12:1-3 the renewing of your mind is done here in the RAS.

II.  How to change your life.

A. Accept appropriate responsibility.

B. Define what is important- 

C. Distinguish and deepen your beliefs.

Part Three: Changing Minds Changing Lives.

I.   To change minds changes lives. 

A. Being mind changers.

B. Not enough to know the truth we need to share the truth in a way it will be received.

C. Apologetics. 

II. The implications of the RAS influence…

A. We filter in the RAS and program the RAS by three factors.

B. You must lead them to Accept appropriate responsibility.

C. You must relate to what is important to them.

D. They must Distinguish and deepen their beliefs

E. To be effective in communicating with others you need to present all three.

F. I will approach them in reverse.

III.  Distinguishing and deepening beliefs.

A. Apologetics- Paul at Athens Acts 17:16-34.

1. He preaches who Jesus is related to them as “THE UNKNOWN GOD.”

2. Important- relates from their own poets.

3. Responsibility- “now He commands men everywhere to repent.”

B. The disciples preaching in Acts 2.

1. Beliefs… who Jesus was.

2. Importance… God has made Him Lord and Christ.

3. Personal responsibility - This Jesus whom you crucified.

C. The Gospels and the Epistles.

D. Messages here…

1. Christianity 101 and Pentecost 101.

2. Convictions that conquered the world (Parts 1 &2).

3. From skepticism to scrutiny.

4. Going beyond just existing.

5. I know whom I believed in.

6. The issue of life.

7. Job- questions of a man in agony (parts 1-4).

8. Natural law.

9. Philosophy of life.

10. The purpose of your pain.

11. Science and Christianity 1&2.

12. The shadow of guilt.

13. Thinking too little.

14. What if Jesus had never been born?

15. What is truth?

16. Will the real Jesus please stand up

E.  Begins at home.

F.  Through Christian radio.

G.  Faithfulness to church.

IV.   Relating to and defining what is important.

A. You need to relate importance to gain adherence- the street crew.

B. Purpose driven life.

C. Every person needs to know the importance of Christ’s death.

D. Train up a child in the way he should go.

E. Relate why something is important people personally for effectiveness.

V.  Leading others to accept appropriate responsibility.

A. Knowing what to believe and why it is important is not enough without a sense of personal responsibility.

B. People need to know they are personally responsible if you want to influence their thinking.

C. Teaching this at home.

D. Teaching this at school.

E. Message on personal responsibility.

F. Understanding personal responsibility of choice.

G. God gives free will and each man is responsible and will be judged personally.

Your mission… Changing minds Changing lives, with love.











